April 30, 2009

Support for the Youth PROMISE Act
H.R. 1064 and S. 435

Dear Member of Congress:

We, the undersigned, representing a broad arrakitmfren and youth-oriented specialties
including juvenile justice, mental health, civights, education, youth work, legal services, and
faith communities, respectfully express our streagport for the Youth Prison

Reduction through Opportunities, Mentoring, Intertven, Support, and Education Act (*Youth
PROMISE Act”), bi-partisan and bi-cameral legistatisponsored by Representatives Robert C.
“Bobby” Scott and Michael Castle (H.R. 1064) anch&ers Robert Casey and Olympia Snowe
(S. 435).

Rather than creating additional and duplicativeifpumapproaches, the Youth PROMISE Act
builds upon evidence-based and promising pracficegen to reduce youth violence and
delinquency. Specifically, the Youth PROMISE Alatects resources towards communities
facing an increased risk of crime and gang activitgrder to enable those communities to begin
to address significant unmet needs and prevenediiom occurring. Under the Youth

PROMISE Act, communities facing the greatest y@éahg, delinquency and crime challenges
will come together — via a local council that inbds law enforcement, community-based
organizations, schools, faith organizations, healticial services, and mental health providers —
to develop and implement a comprehensive local aupport young people and their families
and make our communities safer, reduce victimipat@md help at-risk young people to lead
law-abiding and healthy lives, free from gangsiraglency and/or criminal involvement.

The Youth PROMISE Act provides for thorough evalmatincluding analyses of the cost-
savings to society yielded by investing in prevemtand intervention rather than in more costly
and ineffective prosecution and incarceration. &frile Youth PROMISE Act, savings from
investments in prevention and intervention progranfisbe reinvested in prevention and
intervention efforts funded under the Act.

The Youth PROMISE Act also provides for the hirangd training of Youth Oriented Policing
(YOPS) officers to prevent and address juvenilendelency and criminal street gang activity in
a manner that is responsive to the research omijegeand adolescent brain development. The
Act’s Center for Youth Oriented Policing will bespgonsible for identification, development and
dissemination of information related to strategiiging practices and technologies to law
enforcement agencies, specifically related to #eds of young people Additionally, the Act
includes support for youth victim and witness petitn programs, which are critical to deter
crime.

Finally, the Youth PROMISE Act provides for thelieased local coordination of federal
programs designed to reduce and prevent juveniieqiency and youth crime, and establishes
a federal commission charged to carry out a natid@ycomprehensive study of the
effectiveness of crime and delinquency preventiwhiatervention strategies.

In short, the approach of the Youth PROMISE Act esagense, comports with the research on
adolescent brain development and crime and violpreeention and intervention, and will yield
overall savings to the community, according to Hothncial and life quality measures. We are



hopeful that you will take into account our straagpport for H.R. 1064 and S. 435, the Youth
PROMISE Act.

Please feel free to contact us with any questidbasa Andrews, Deputy Executive Director at
the Coalition for Juvenile Justice, 202-467-0864, £09.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
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Leroy D. Baca, Sheriff, County of Los Angeles (CA)

Donna M. Bishop, Northeastern University (MA)

Susan J. Carstens, Psy.D., L.P. Juvenile Speci@ligstal Police Dept. (MN)
The Honorable Toni Harp, Connecticut State Senator

The Honorable Alice L. Bordsen, North Carolina 8t&epresentatives
Jolanta Juszkiewicz, Ph.D., American UniversityGD.

The Honorable Kelvin Roldan, Connecticut State Repntative



Tony Roshan Samara, George Mason University (VA)
Earle Williams, Psy.D. Hampton University, (VA)
Aaron Kupchik, Ph.D., University of Delaware
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